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ĐỀ CƯƠNG KIỂM TRA TIẾNG ANH 
LỚP CAO HỌC 

PHIÊN BẢN ĐÃ SỬA LỖI CHÍNH TẢ LẦN 1 
Ngày 31.07.2006 

Đề cương này phục vụ cho việc kiểm tra môn Anh văn trong kì thi tuyển sinh lớp Cao học 
và nghiên cứu sinh do Bộ Giáo dục và Đào tạo qui định và Trường Đại học Sư phạm Tp.HCM 
tổ chức.  

Mục tiêu : Đề cương nhằm hướng dẫn:  
1. Chương trình giảng dạy các lớp ôn tập thi tuyển sinh  
2. Nội dung ra đề kiểm tra tuyển sinh  
3. Việc ôn tập của thí sinh  

Đề cương cố gắng làm cho đồng bộ 3 khâu giảng dạy, ôn tập và kiểm tra.  

Nội dung :  

Đề cương bao gồm 4 phần do Bộ quy định trong bài thi:  
1. Từ vựng  
2. Ngữ pháp  
3. Đọc hiểu  
4. Viết  

Phần Dịch sẽ dựa vào bốn phần trên.  

Nguyên tắc biên soạn:  
1. Theo đúng hướng dẫn của Bộ, trong công văn “Dạng thức ra đề thi môn ngoại ngữ 

trình độ B & C” (12/03/1998).  
2. Hai trình độ (cao học và nghiên cứu sinh) được soạn độc lập nhưng liên tục nhau. Vì 

thế, giáo viên dạy lớp ôn thi hoặc ra đề kiểm tra cho nghiên cứu sinh nên tham khảo 
thêm phần dành cho cao học để bổ sung kiến thức cho thí sinh.  

Bốn tài liệu tham khảo chính cho đề cương này là:  
1. Đại học Sư phạm (2002), Đề cương ôn tập môn tiếng Anh B&C, Tp.HCM.  
2. E. Walker & S.Elsworth (1998), Grammar Practice for Intermediate Students, 

Longman  
3. J. Flower (2001), First Certificate Organizer Exam Preparation, Tp.HCM.  
4. University of Cambridge (1995), Prelminary English Test &Certificate of Advanced 

English, Cambridge.  

Đề mẫu: Đề thi mẫu ở phần cuối của đề cương sẽ giúp cho thí sinh một khái niệm cụ thể 
về dạng thức và nội dung ngôn ngữ của đề thi.  



Đề cương Anh văn SĐH 2006 

2 

 
A.  VOCABLUARY 

Complete the following sentences with correct words.  

Exercise 1  
1. ANXIOUS Her ____________was so great that she broke a glass.  
2. APPLAUD The audience burst into ________________ at the end of the play.  
3. COURAGE He felt very __________ when he saw he had failed the exam again.  
4. EXPERIMENT The work is still at a very _____________ level.  
5. FRIGHT It’s the most _________ film I’ve ever seen.  
6. HEALTH It’s very ___________ to live in a damp room.  
7. JEWEL They have a big __________ shop in London.  
8. MEMBER How much does ____________ of this club cost ?  
9. RELY He promised to come but he’s very ____________ .  
10. WELGHT How much do you ____________ ?  

Exercise 2  
1. ATTEND Since____________  has been so poor the class is being closed.  
2. ATTRACTIVE Magnets will ____________ most metals.  
3. BEHAVE His____________ has not improved much.  
4. KNOW She is extremely____________ about the history of art.  
5. LAND The plane had to make a crash ____________ in a field.  
6. IMITATE Are they ____________ pearls or are they real?  
7. POPULAR He owes his______ largely to his sense of humour.  
8. IMPRESS She has an____________  command of the language.  
9. SATISFACTION As she is so __________ with her present job she has decided to leave.  
10. LEARN What a very _______________ old man he is.  

Exercise 3  
1. TROUBLE Travelling in big cities is becoming more ___________ everyday.  
2. SHORT Less public transport is now available because of the ________ of staff  
3. JAM Therefore the roads become ______ with private cars as people drive to work.  
4. BEGIN All the courses ___________ in May will finish in June.  
5. FORTUNE __________, houses have to be demolished to make way for the new road.  
6. HOUSE So people are being _______in the suburbs and have to commute to work.  
7. ADEQUATE This leads to pressure on the ___________public transport system. 
8. ATTRACT But travelling by public transport is very ___________ as there are  

long delays.  
9. FREQUENT The____________ of the trains causes annoyance.  
10. CHAOS The situation so _________ in some cities now that it is difficult to see 

any solution.  

Exercise 4  
1. EMBARRASS His behaviour always__________ me at parties.  
2. EXCEPTION The new film is ___________ good.  
3. LOSE She felt a sense of __________ when her friend went to live abroad.  
4. PATIENT You need a lot of ____________ to be a teacher.  
5. QUALIFICATION I’m afraid you aren’t suitably __________ for the job.  
6. OCCASION The weather will be bright with ___________ showers.  
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7. MIGRATORY Most birds _________ in the winter.  
8. HUMOUR He draws cartoons for a ___________ magazine.  
9. NATION Do you have a ___________ costume is your country?  
10. LONG What is the ___________ of the runway at this airport?  

Exercise 5  
1. SHAME He was too ___________ to tell his teacher about the stupid mistake.  
2. APPEAR The police are interested in the sudden __________ of the valuable 

painting.  
3. TRUTH I believe you because I know you are __________.  
4. SLEEP I feel so __________ I’m going to bed.  
5. CARRY The cost of __________ must be paid by the buyer.  
6. ARRIVE They’re going to announce the ___________ of the Prince.  
7. RESIST They caught him by the wrist and led him away; he went without 

___________.  
8. SLEEP His health was seriously affected and he suffered from constant 

____________.  
9. REFER She made no ___________ to our conversation of the night before.  
10. ADMISSION She was the only visitor ____________ into the sick room.  

Exercise 6  
1. PERFORM She is one of the greatest ___________ to appear in this theatre. 
2. PERFORM The _________ she gave last night was marvelous.  
3. ENCOURAGE She received a lot of ___________ from her mother.  
4. ARRANGE Does this __________ suit you?  
5. ENTERTAIN Conversation is one of the most enjoyable forms of___________.  
6. ADVERTISE ___________ is such a competitive profession.  
7. ADVERTISE Have you seen the latest ___________ for Pepsi?  
8. COMPETE There’s a lot of _____________ in the show business.  
9. COMPETE There were 50 ____________ in the talent contest.  
10. PHOTOGRAPH ___________ is an extremely popular hobby.  

Exercise 7 
1.  COLLECT She is a__________ of theatre programmers.  
2. COLLECT She has one of the biggest ___________ in Britain.  
3. RESPONSIBLE The judge told him it was ___________to drink and drive, and 

banned him for a year.  
4. SENSITIVE This poem shows the wonderful __________ of the poet. 
5. KIND She divorced him because of his ___________ to the children.  
6. ENJOY The evening was ____________ spent playing cards and talking.  
7. LUCK The keys were locked inside the car _________ , a side window was 

open. 
8. STUBBORN Due to the clerk’s ____________, we missed the train.  
9. MISERABLE Thousands of people are living in ____________ after the 

earthquake.  
10. RELIABLE The thing I hate about John is his __________.  
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Exercise 8  
1. FAIL It was a complete __________ due to poor planning.  
2. FRIEND Their __________ has lasted a lifetime.  
3. QUALIFY He was turned down for the job because he wasn’t __________.  
4. EMPLOY In parts of the country the _________ situation is terrible. As many as 

20% of the working population is without a job.  
5. COMPETE The world of computers is extremely ___________.  
6. EMPLOY In many countries the __________ get the dole.  
7. QUALIFY She left school with good ___________. 
8. COMPETE The factory was ___________ so the management tried to cut costs by 

making some workers redundant.  
9. EMPLOY He is completely _________! Not only is he lazy but he is dishonest too. 
10. COMPETE Their best designer went to work for a ___________.  

Exercise 9 
1. EMPLOY More than a thousand workers are ___________ here.  
2. COMPETE Three firms are in _________ for the same contract.  
3. RELY My car isn’t very __________. It’s always letting me down.  
4. END I wrote_________ letters of application, but got no reply.  
5. UNDERSTAND I apologise for the mistake made by my office. There appears to 

have been a slight ___________.  
6. ECONOMY Burning coal is an _________ way of heating a house. Gas is much 

cheaper.  
7. ASTONISH I’ve just been told some ___________ news.  
8. COMPARE In ___________ with most other countries. Britain has a very high 

rate of heart attacks.  
9. COMPETE We have to keep our costs as small as possible. We have so many 

____________ trying to take our customers away.  
10. EXPLORE There are very few ___________ places left on earth. Man has 

been nearly everywhere.  

Exercise 10  
1. HISTORY It is usually forbidden to destroy ___________ buildings.  
2. RETIRE The old couple have saved a lot of money for their ___________. 
3. PICTURE The old fishing village is very ____________.  
4. EMPLOY ___________ is a very serious problem in many countries.  
5. INDUSTRY The ___________ area of the city is not very attractive.  
6. LAND The Alpine __________ is very dramatic.  
7. HOME Many ____________ families have to live in hostels.  
8. SUGGEST Have you got any ____________ ? 
9. ADD I had to check the wages in ___________ to my normal work.  
10. CHILD During his _________ the family lived in Cornwall.  
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B.   GRAMMAR 

I. VERBS 

1. The present tense 

1.1  Present simple 

Form 
I    I   I   
You    You   You do not  
We work  Do We work ?  We (don’t) work 
They    They   They   
          
He    He   He   
She works  Does She work ?  She does not work 
It    It   It (doesn’t)  

 

USE 
− For something which is permanently true 

I come from France 
He doesn’t speak Spanish 
We live in London 

− For repeated actions or habits 
I get up at six o’clock everyday 
What time do you leave work? 
I don’t see them very often 

1.2  Present continuous  

FORM 
 

Positive Question 
I am  → I’m  Am I 
    
He  He’s  he 
She is  → She’s  Is  she 
It  It’s  it 
    
We  We’re   they 
They are  → They’re  Are  you 
You  You’re 

working 

  we 

working ? 

 
Negative 

I am → I’m     
      
He is He’s   He   
She is  → She’s  not working  She isn’t working 
It is It’s   It   
      
We are We’re   they  
They are → They’re  not working  You aren’t working 
You are You’re   we  
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USE 
For an action in progress now 

I’m reading a grammar book now 
What are you looking at? 
She isn’t eating at the moment. 

2. The past tense 

2.1 Past simple 

FORM 

The past simple question form is the same for all persons (I, you, she, he, etc …) and all 
verbs : 

Did Subject Infinitive  Subject Infinitive + ed  Subject Did not Infinitive
I   I  I  
She   She  She  
He  leave?  He  He  leave? 
It  go?  It  It  go? 
We  stay?  They  We  stay? 
You   We  They  

Did 

They   You 

stayed 

 You 

did not 
didn’t 

 
 

USE 
For a past action or state. The action can be a short one :  

I asked a question.  
She missed the bus.  

 
Or a long one :  

I walked for hours. 
I lived here for years. 

 

2.2 Past continuous 

FORM 
Positive Question Negative 

I  I  I 
She  She  She 
He  He  He 
It 

Was 

 

Was 

It  It 

Was 

        

We  We  They 
You  You  You 
They 

were 

working 

 
Were 

They 

working? 

 We 
Were 

working

Past now future 

Past now future 
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USE 
– To describe a past action at some point between its beginning and its end. The past 

continuous is often interrupted by the past simple  

 
 

I was having a bath when the phone rang. 
John arrived when I was eating. 
I was listening to the radio when I had an idea. 
We were playing tennis at 7 o’clock last night. 

Note the difference between : 
a. When she arrived, we had dinner 
b. When she arrived, we were having dinner 

The time order for (a) is arriving then having dinner. 
The time order for (b) is having dinner, during which she arrived. 

Present Perfect 
FORM 

Has / have + past participle 

Positive  Negative Question 
It  It  It 

She  She  She 

He 

Has 
(’s) 

 He 

Has not 
(hasn’t) 

 

Has  

He 
        

I  I  I 

They  They  They 

You  You  You 

We 

Have 
(’ve) 

finished 

 We 

Have not
(haven’t)

finished

 

Have 

We 

finished ? 

USE 

– The present perfect describes the indefinite past 
I’ve been to Paris 
I’ve seen this film before 
They’ve met my parents. 

The past is indefinite because the time it happened is not important, or because we do not 
know when it happened. Note the difference between : 

I went to Paris last year. (definite time – past simple) 
I’ve been to Paris (at some time in my life – indefinite time – present perfect) 

– The present perfect is often used to describe personal experience : 
I’ve been to Berlin 
She’s met a lot of famous people 
I’ve heard this music before 

Past now future 

 
Simple

continuous … 
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– The question form is often Have you ever …? (= in you life) 
Have you ever been to Paris? 

– The present perfect is not used with past time words (last night, yesterday, in 1984, etc). 
It is not possible to say “I’ve seen him yesterday”. 

Note the difference between 
She’s gone to Sweden (= and she‘s there now) 
She’s been to Sweden (= but she isn’t there now) 

Present perfect + for/since 
USE 
The present perfect + for / since is used when something started in the past and is 

continuing now 
I’ve worked here for 6 years (and I’m working here now) 
He’s lived here since 1980 (and he’s living here now) 

Notes 
– For + a period of time 

I’ve lived here for 6 years. 
I’ve worked there for two months. 
They’ve been married for a long time  

– Since + a point in time in the past 
I’ve lived here since 1979 
I’ve worked there since February 
We’ve been friends since we started college 

– Note the difference between the present perfect and the past simple 
He’s worked here for six months (= he’s working here now) 
He worked here for six months. (he’s not working here now) 

– It is not possible to say “He worked here since 1980” 

The future tense 
Present continuous + time word 

FORM 
Present continuous + time word (tomorrow, next week Saturday, in two weeks, etc) 

on
this Saturday 

I’m seeing them in three days 
in two week time 
this week / Friday 
next week / Friday 

 

USE 
To talk about plans which are arranged for a particular time in the future. This 

construction is used very often with come and go, and verbs like see, stay, visit, meet, etc. 
They’ve going tomorrow 
I’m arriving next week. 
We’re visiting the States in three weeks. 
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Notes 
– Remember that a time word or expression must be used, or understood from the 

conversation, to make the present continuous a future 

– This is not just a near future – it is possible to say 
He’s coming back in ten years. 

Going to 
FORM 

I am 
(’m)  Am I  I am not 

(’m not) 
        

He 
She 
It 

is 
(’s)  Is 

He 
She 
It 

 
He 
She 
It 

is not 
(isn’t) 
(’s not) 

        
We 
You 
They 

are 
(’re) 

going to 
pay 

 Are
We 
You 
They

going to 
pay ? 

 
We 
You 
They 

are not 
(aren’t) 
(’re not) 

going to 
pay 

USE 
– To talk about a planned future action: 

I’m going to see my parents on Saturday. 

– To talk about something in the future which we can see as aresult of something 
happening now 

Look at those clouds. It’s going to rain 
That man on the bike is going to fall off! 

– To make statements about the future in a neutral way 
Alan’s going to finish his exams on Friday. 
Jenny’s going to be five next week. 
I’m going to work for a television company. 

Going to / Present continuous + time word – contrast 
– It is often possible to use either tense : 

I’m seeing them tomorrow. I’m going to see them tomorrow. 

– The going to future is very common, especially in conversation 
If there is doubt about which of the two future to use, it is better to use going to. 

– With the verbs go and come, it is better to use the present continuous 

– Present continuous + time word is generally used for plans arranged for a particular 
time in the future 
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Future Simple 
FORM 

Positive Question  Negative 
 Shall/will I  
    
 He  
 She  
 

Will 
It  

 Shall/will We  
    
 You  

I 
He 
She 
It 

They 
You 
We 

will 
(‘ll) stay 

 
Will 

They 

Stay? 

 

I 
He 
She 
It 

They 
You 
We 

will not 
(won’t) Stay. 

 

–  Note the negative contraction – won’t 

– Shall is not used very often now. We generally use it only as a first person question (= 
with I or We) to make suggestions and offers : 

Shall I carry your suitcase for you? 
Shall we go to a restaurant? 

USE 
– For a statement of future fact. This can be : 
a. certain : 

They’ll be here on Saturday afternoon 
The journey will take six hours 

b.  uncertain : 
I think it’ll rain tomorrow 
I’m not sure he’ll be there 

Going to can also be used for this purpose 

– For a sudden decision to do something (usually used with I or We) 
No one’s offered to help? I’ll do it for you! 
Wait a minute. I’ll open the door for you 
I think I’ll have eggs and chips, please. 

– To show willingness to do or not do something in the future (often as a promise or a 
threat) 

I promise I’ll be there. 
I’ll never speak to him again 
He says he’ll send the money. 

4. The passive 

The passive : Present Simple and past simple 
FORM 

Noun / pronoun + to be + past participle 
It                        + was     stolen 
The televisions  + are       made in Japan 
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USE  
– The passive is used to describe actions. 

a. When we don’t know who does, or did the action 
My briefcase was stolen last night 
(I don’t know who stole it). 

b. When it is not important to know who does, or did, the action 
The cars are taken to Europe every week. 
(It doesn’t matter who takes them) 
These televisions are made in Japan. 
(It doesn’t matter who makes them) 

To have something done 
FORM 

Subject + has / have + object + past participle 
James   + has              his car   cleaned every week 

USE  
– To describe an action which I (or she, he, you, etc) arrange but do not do myself 

I had my suit cleaned last week 
She’s going to have her house repaired by the Council 

Notes 
– All tenses are possible 

I’m having my house painted at the moment (present continuous) 
I’ve had the car fixed (present perfect) 
I’ll have your coat cleaned for you. (future) 

– Note the word order. The object goes before the past participle – there is a difference 
between : 

He had his car cleaned. And he had cleaned his car. 
– Get can be used in the same way as have : 

She’s going to get her house repaired by the Council 

Used to 
– Used to is a tense indicating something that happened regularly in the past but doesn’t 

happen now : 
I used to smoke (= I don’t smoke now) 
She used to work for the BBC (= she doesn’t work for the BBC now) 
He didn’t use to like me (= he likes me now) 

FORM 
 used to  + infinitive 
She  used to  live here 
I       used to  smoke 

Notes 
– The negative is didn’t used to + infinitive  

She didn’t use to smoke 
– The question form is did + subject + use to + infinitive ? 

Did you use to live here? 
– The question and negative forms are not used very often. 
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5. The imperative 
USE 
– To give orders and instructions : 

Stop!  Don’t go!  Turn left at the traffic lights and then turn right. 

FORM 
– The imperative has the same form as the infinitive 

Wait! 

– Negative is formed by adding don’t 
Don’t wait!  Don’t stop! 

Notes 
– The imperative is used to give instructions in the second person, He (you) wait ! 

– The form is the same for the singular and the plural 

Let’s is a kind of imperative for we : 
Let’s go.  Let’s not wait. (note the negative) 

– The imperative is not always very polite. It is more polite to say Could I have … or 
Would you …  

Give me some bread  –> Could I have some bread, please ? 
Open the door –> Would you open the door, please ? 

– The imperative many sometimes be used for requests to people we know well, or for 
orders given by people in authority. It is often used when speaking to children or 
soldiers. 

II. CONDITIONALS 
1. The first Conditional 

FORM 
If  + present simple  future 
  If  you drop it,  it’ll break 
  If  you come at ten,  we’ll be ready 
  If  you phone me,  I’ll pick you up at the park. 

Or future                                     if  + present simple                
  It’ll break  if  you drop it 
  We’ll be ready  if  you come at ten 
  I’ll pick you up later  if  you phone me. 

 

USE 

– The first conditional refers to the future. It is used when there is a possibility that the if 
– even might happen. 

If it rains, we’ll go to the cinema. (= It might rain : it might not) 

If the sun shines, we’ll go to the beach. (= The sun might shine : it might not). 

– going to is sometimes used in the first conditional to describe a future plan : 

If it rains, we’re going to visit my mother. 
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2. The Second Conditional 
FORM 

 If + past simple would / could / might + infinitive 

 If I lived by the sea  I would do a lot of swimming. 

 If they asked me to work for them, I might accept. 

Or would / could / might + infinitive If + past simple 

 I would do a lot of swimming If I lived by the sea. 

 I might accept If they asked me to work for them. 

– The “past” here is actually the subjunctive,  which is the same as the past simple 
except for two forms – I and he / she / + were : 

If I were you, I’d change my job. 
If John were here, he wouldn’t be very happy. 

– In conversational English, these two forms can be replaced by the past :  
If John was here, he wouldn’t be very happy. 

– Would is often shortened to ’d. 

USE 
– The second conditional refers to the present or future :  
The if – event is either 

a. Hypothetical 
If I worked in that factory, I’d soon change things (but I don’t work in that factory) 
If I spoke French, my job would be a lot casier (but I don’t speak French) 

b. Unlikely 
If she left her husband she might be happier. (but I don’t think she’s going to leave 
her husband). 

First and Second conditional : check 
CONTRAST 

Some students get confused by the difference between the first and second conditional. 
Look at these two sentence : 

a. If she works harder, she’ll pass her exams. 
b. If she worked harder, she’d pass her exams. 

The difference between the two sentences can be found by asking the question, “Is she 
going to work harder?”. In sentence a. the answer is, “May be and maybe not”. The answer to 
sentence b. is “Probably not”. The difference is the idea in the speaker’s mind of what is going 
to happen. The if-event in a first conditional sentence is more likely to happen than the if-event 
in a second conditional. 
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III. MODALS 
1. Can, could 

– Can : (i) know how to, be able to : 
I can swim. 
Mary can speak French. 

Can : (ii) be allowed to  
You can sit here.  
My mother says I can’t go out tonight. 

– Could : knew how to 
Emily could swim when she was two. 

– Couldn’t : wasn’t able to 
I’m sorry, I couldn’t come yesterday. 
I couldn’t go to work this morning. 

Could / couldn’t : used in the second conditional 
If you gave me the money, could I do the shopping 

– Requests : both can and could are used in requests. Could is a little more polite : 
Can I have a glass of water, please? 
Could you open the door for me, please? 

Notes 
– Can refers to the future if it is followed by a time word (next week, tomorrow, etc) 

 I can do it for you next month 

– In the negative : can –> can’t or cannot 
                          Could –> could not or couldn’t 

2. Must, have to : tense changes 
– Have to is used instead of must in future and past tenses, and sometimes in the present. 

Present Must or  have to 

Past  Had to 

Present Perfect  Have had to 

Future  Will have to 

  
Notes 
– have to can be used an all tenses. 

– must sometimes indicates future when used with a time word. 
I must do this tomorrow morning 

– Note the different forms for questions and negatives : 
You mustn’t leave.   You don’t have to leave 
Must you leave ?   Do you have to leave ? 
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3. May, might 
– May and might indicate present or future possibility : 

He might arrive soon. 
He may arrive soon. 
She may be angry if you do that. 
She might be angry if you do that. 

– May I ? or May we ? are used for polite requests, in the same way as 
Can I ? or Can we ?. It is a very polite form.  

May I ask you a question ? 
May I have a glass of water, please ? 

Notes 
– May is occasionally used in formal English to mean to be allowed to 

Guests may bring husbands or wives, if they wish. 

– May and might are usually used in question form only with I or we : 
other persons more often use the positive with Do you think … ?  

He might be late. –> Do you think he might be late? 

– The negative of may is may not (NOT mayn’t) 
The negative of might is might not or mightn’t. 

IV.  GERUNDS & INFINITIVES 
1. The gerund 

– The gerund is used like a noun : 
Smoking is bad for you 
Do you like watching TV ? 
She’s good at swimming. 

– It is formed by adding ing to the infinitive 
go –> going 
stay –> staying 

The negative is formed by adding not 
Would you mind not smoking? 

Note the changes that are sometimes necessary 
Lie –> lying (ie –> y) 
Take –> taking (single e : e is omitted) 
Sit –> sitting (single vowel + single consonant –> single vowel + double consonant) 

Like, dislike and other verbs + gerund 
– Some verbs can be followed by a gerund or noun, including the following 

Like              live                 finish               start  
Dislike          hate                stop                  enjoy 
Prefer           miss                give up             begin 

 
Note that like, love, prefer and start are sometimes followed by the infinitive  
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Prepositions + gerund 
– When a verb follows a preposition, It takes the gerund : 

We thought about leaving early 
I was worried about getting home. 
I’m interested in hearing more about your offer. 
I’m tired of hearing his excuses 
After closing the door, he looked up and down the street. 
Check your passport before leaving. 

Notes 
– Note that to can be a preposition, or part of an infinitive 

I decided to leave early (to + infinitive) 
I’m looking forward to seeing them again (to + gerund) 

– A gerund behaves like a noun. Where a gerund can be used, a noun can also be used 
I’m looking forward to going on holiday 
I’m looking forward to my holiday. 

Gerund as subjects of sentences 
– Gerunds can be subjects of sentences 

Smoking makes me feel sick 
Living in a foreign country can be very difficult 

2. To + infinitive after certain verbs 
– Certain verbs take the infinitive 

I want to stay 
We decided to wait for the bus 

Note the negative 
We decided not to wait for the bus 

To + infinitive to express purpose 
– To + infinitive is used to express purpose 

I came here to see you 
I went to London to study English 
I drove to the airport to meet my parents. 

Use of the infinitive without to 
The infinitive without to is used 

– After will, can, must, etc 

– After make and let + pronoun / noun 
He made me do it 
We let them go home 

– After verbs of seeing, hearing, and feeling + noun / pronoun 
I saw him arrive. 
We watched them go. 
I felt him move. 

Note that verbs of seeing, hearing, or feeling can also use the present participle 
I saw him arrive. 
I saw him arriving. 



Đề cương Anh văn SĐH 2006 

17 

V. REPORTED SPEECH 
1. Writing direct speech 

She said, “My name’s Stella” 
“My name’s Stella”, she said. 

– Direct speech reports the exact words the speaker says. Put quotation marks (“…”) 
before and after the speaker’s statement. 

Notes 
– The speaker’s statement always starts with a capital letter. 

– She said can go before or after the statement, but is separated from it by a comma (,). 
Commas and full stops after the statement go inside the quotation marks. 

Question marks go inside the quotation marks. 
Question marks are not followed by a comma 

“How are you?” she said. 

2. Say, tell 
CONTRAST 
– tell has personal direct object (e.g. me, him, her) 

She told me she was going to be late.  “It’s too late”, she told me. 
(We cannot say : He told the weather was nice) 

– tell is not used before questions (We cannot say : He told me, “Have we met before?”) 

– say never has a personal direct object 
She said she was going to be late. “It’s too late”, she said. 

– The indirect object (to me, to her, to us) is used instead : 
“I don’t like them very much”, she said to me quietly. 
Why did he say that to you? 

– There are a few special phrases in which tell does not have to take a personal direct 
object : 

Tell the truth       tell the time       tell a lie        tell a lies 

3. Reported statements with no change of tense 
– When the main verb of the sentence is present, present perfect, or future there is no 

change of tense in the reported statement : 
     = he says he isn’t going 

“I’m not going” = he’ll say he isn’t going 
                           = he’s said he isn’t going 

– that can be used after the main verb. The use of that is optional 
He says that he isn’t going. 
He says he isn’t going. 

4. Reported statements with a change of tense 
– When the main verb of the sentence is in the past tense, the tense in the reported 

statement is changed : 
“I’m not going”   = He said he wasn’t going or 

                       He said that he wasn’t going. 
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“My name’s Stella”   = She said her name was Stella or 
                                       She said that her name was Stella. 

FORM 
Speaker’s words Reported statement
Present simple Past simple 

Present continuous Past continuous 

5.  Reported statements : order changes 
– As well as tense changes, other words in direct speech need to be changed when they 

are reported. Here are some examples : 

Speaker’s words Reported statement 
Tomorrow
Yesterday

Here
This / that

This morning
Today

Tonight
Next / on Tuesday

Last Tuesday
The day after tomorrow

Ago 

The next day / the following day 
The day before 
There 
The 
That morning 
That day 
That night 
The following Tuesday 
The previous Tuesday 
In two days’ time 
Before / previously 

 

– Note that these changes generally occur, but they are not automatic. 
They depend on when and where the statement is reported 

– Some verbs do not change 
Would –> would 
Could –> could 
Might –> might 

Should –> Should 
Ought to –> ought to 

6. Reported commands 
– Reported commands use a personal direct object and the infinitive. 

He told the children to stop 
He told them to stop 

– The negative uses not before to + infinitive 
“Don’t stop” –> He told them not to stop 
“Don’t go!” –>He told me not to go 

– A number of verbs can be used for reported commands, e.g. tell, order, command, 
warn, instruct, etc… 

7. Reported requests 
– Reported requests (When you are asking someone to do something for you) have the 

same grammatical form as reported commands 
“Would you open the door, please?” 

 She asked me to open the door. 
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Could you lend me some money, please?” 
  He asked me to lend him some money. 

– Reported requests usually use ask as the main verb. There is an important difference in 
meaning between : 

He told me to give him some money, and 
He asked me to give him some money. 

– Note the difference between a reported offer and a reported request : 
a. offer 

“Would you like a cigarette?” 
 He asked if I would like a cigarette  

b. Request 
“Would you pass me a cigarette?” 
 He asked me to pass him a cigarette. 
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C.   READING 

READING 1 
Choose the best answer. 
Uri Geller was born in 1946. When he was only three, he was (1) ___________ that he 

had an amazing ability. In 1969 he gave his fist (2) ___________ in a school. He gently rubbed 
a spoon with his fingers and it began to bend. Three years (3) ________ he drove a car 
blindfolded through the crowded streets of Munich.  

In one experiment in the United States Scientists asked Geller to draw objects which were 
like (4) _________ in an envelope. The envelope was closed and no one could see 
(5) _________ it.  

Geller drew several round shapes but he could not say what they were. However, the (6) 
_________ of the experiment was amazing. After opening the envelope, he saw a picture of a 
bunch of grapes. There were exactly the same number of grapes in the picture as in his drawing.  

Later Uri Geller appeared (7) _________ television in Britain in (8) __________ of a 
small studio audience of scientists. He bent spoons and broke metal objects simply by 
(9) __________ them gently with his fingers. He also drew pictures of hidden objects. After the 
programme, however, there were hundreds of telephone (10) __________. People reported that 
spoons in their homes bent during the programme. Metal objects broke and watches which had 
stopped many years ago suddenly started to go again.  

 

1. A. known B. aware C. said D. conscious  

2. A. act B. performance C. action D. appearance  

3. A. further B. passed C. passing D. later  

4. A. those B. these C. this D. that 

5. A. inward B. at C. in D. inside  

6. A. function B. finish C. result D. completion  

7. A. on B. in C. over D. at  

8. A. before B. front C. face D. present  

9. A. blowing B. touching C. keeping D. making  

10. A. sounds B. Calls C. orders D. callings  

READING 2 
Choose the best answer.  

Robert Edwards was blinded in an automobile (1) __________ nine years ago. He was 
also partially deaf because of (2) __________ age. Last week, he was strolling near his home 
when a thunderstorm (3) __________. He took refuge under a tree and was (4) __________ by 
lightning. He was knocked to the ground and woke up some 20 minutes later, lying face down in 
water below the tree. He went into the house and (5) __________ down in bed. A short time 
later, he awoke, his legs were numb and he was trembling. But when he opened his eyes, he 
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could see the clock (6) __________ the room fading in and out in front of him. When his wife 
entered, he saw her for the first time in nine years. Doctors confirm that he has (7) __________ 
his sight and hearing apparently from the flash of lightning, but they are unable to explain the 
(8) __________. The only possible explanation (9) __________ by one doctor was that, since 
Edwards lost his sight as a result of trauma in a terrible accident perhaps the only way it could 
be (10) __________ was by another trauma.  

 
1. A. failure B. accident C. risk D. event  
2. A. high B. much C. old D. extreme  
3. A. cruised B. approached C. passed D. happened  
4. A. mugged B. covered C. beaten D. struck  
5. A. lay B. laid C. rolled D. pushed  
6. A. through B. around C. about D. across  
7. A. regained B. reopened C. restarted D. recurred  
8. A. occurence B. spectacle C. issue D. item  
9. A. opened B. sent C. offered D. done  
10. A. restored B. reset C. rearranged D. restrained  
  

READING 3 
Choose the best answer.  

Who are best drivers? Which drivers are the safest on the (1) __________? According to a 
recent (2)__________ young and inexperienced drivers-are the most (3) _________ to have an 
accident. Older drivers are more (4) __________ Gender makes a difference, too. Young men 
have the worst accident (5) __________ of all. They are generally more (6) _________ than 
older drivers. They also choose faster cars with bigger (7) __________.  

One of the most interesting facts in the roads is that passengers have a(n) (8) _______ on 
the driver. When young male drivers have their friends in the car, their driving becomes worse. 
When their wife or girlfriend is in the car, (9) _________, their driving is better. But the (10) 
__________ is true for women. Their driving is more dangerous when their husband or 
boyfriend is in the car!  

 
1. A. traffic B. roads  C. transport  D. lines  
2. A. act  B. performance  C. action  D. survey  
3. A. often  B. able  C. likely  D. possible  
4. A. careful  B. passive  C. active  D. talkative  
5. A. records  B. points  C. chance  D. frequency  
6. A. thoughtful  B. colorful  C aggressive  D. impressive  
7. A. function  B. power  C. result  D. completion  
8. A. cover  B. influence  C. order  D. presence  
9. A. however  B. so  C. moreover  D. then  
10. A. same  B. different  C. other  D. opposite  
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READING 4 

Choose the best answer  
Most people think of computers as very modern inventions, products of our new 

technological age. But actually the idea for a computer (1) _________ worked out over two 
centuries ago by a man (2) _________ Charles Babbage.  

Babbage was born (3) _________ 1791 and grew up to be a brilliant mathematician. He 
drew up plans for several caculating machines (4) _______________ he called “engines”. But 
despite the fact that he (5) _________ building some of these he never finished any of them. 
Over the years people have argued (6) _________ his machines would ever work. Recently, 
however, the Science Museum in London has finished building (7) _________ engine based on 
one of Babbage’s designs. (8)__________ has taken six years to complete and more (9) 
___________ four thousand parts have been specially made. Whether it works or not, the 
machine will be on show at special exhibition in the Science Museum (10) __________ remind 
people of Babbage’s work.  

1. A. has  B. was  C. had  D. is  
2. A. known  B. was  C. written  D. called  
3. A. on  B. in  C. by  D. for  
4. A. whose  B. who  C. these  D. which  
5. A. wanted  B. made C. started  D. missed  
6. A. until B. whether C. while  D. though  
7. A. a B. the C. an D. that  
8. A. on B. the C. they D. it  
9. A. than B. therefore  C. when D. then  
10. A. to B. as C. for D. so  

 
READING 5 

Choose the best answer  
Some time ago, Alison Streeter swam the Channel- the stretch of water between Britain 

and France –for the 29th time. When she reached France she wasn’t particularly tired, so she 
turned round and swam (1) _________ back again. “It was Friday night, I thought, I’ve got the 
weekend to get (2) _________ it and the weather is good. I’ll do it,” she says. This was her fifth 
return trip.  

Since the first Channel swim in 1875, only 478 swimmers have (3) _________ to do it. 
Only one (4) _________ ten attempts to swim the 34 kilometers succeeds, but Alison has never 
failed. For many swimmers, to do it (5) _________ once would be enough, but to keep going 
back and doing it again must surely be madness. “When I first did it, I didn’t think it was 
anything special,” says Alison, almost dismissing the achievement. “I didn’t really want to do 
another swim. Then someone (6) _________ me to have a go at a two-way crossing. The 
thought of being the first British swimmer to do that was quite exciting”.  

During a swim, she (7) _________ on regular drinks of tea mixed with a carbohydrate 
powder. A red light-stick is attached to her back so that she can be seen by the boat 
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accompanying her. “In the (8) _________ days I used to be almost asleep at times,” she says. 
“I would try to calculate the number of strokes I was doing per hour. Now I just empty my mind 
and time (9) _________ really quickly.”  

Her best time one-way is 8 hours 48 minutes. Soon, She intends to swim the Channel for 
the 32nd time, (10) _________ her the world record holder.  

 

1. A. straight  B. in brief  C. shortly   D. right there  
2. A. round  B. over  C. out of  D. through to  
3. A. succeeded  B. managed  C. achieved  D. fulfilled  
4. A. on  B. out  C. for  D. in  
5. A. plainly  B. just  C. purely  D. alone  
6. A. insisted  B. suggested  C. proposed  D. persuaded  
7. A. keeps  B. lasts  C. exists  D. runs  
8. A. initial  B. early  C. original  D. starting  
9. A. flows   B. goes  C. spends  D. proceeds  
10. A. putting  B. setting  C. getting  D. making  
 

READING 6 
Choose one best answer  

Dolphins are not the only animals besides humans that use sounds in an apparently 
intelligent manner. Whales also use a complex system of sounds that is similar in many ways to 
a human language. One type of whale even sings, and its songs can go on for as long as three or 
four hours. What is more, they can be heard under water at distances of more than 300 
kilometers. After analyzing one of these songs, Carl Sagan said it contained at least a million 
‘bits’ of information. This is approximately the same number of bits as in a long poem on the 
Odyssey.  

1. What is the writer trying to do in the text? 
A. describe dolphins  
B. emphasize that dolphins and whales use the same language  
C. discuss whales’ complex and intelligent use of sounds  
D. conclude that whales, like dolphins, can speak human language  

2. What does the writer say about some whales’ songs?  
A. They can last all day long  
B. They are as good as human songs  
C. They are calls for love  
D. They can be heard at very distances  

3. After analyzing one of the whales’ songs, the writer discovered that  
A. it was very rich in information  
B. it was very complex and moving  
C. it was very long and boring  
D. Its sound was very powerful and moving  
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4. The word intelligent (line 2) most nearly means  
A. clever   B. complex  C. smooth  D. planned  

5. The words go on (line 3) most nearly mean  
A. shout  B. cry   C. continue  D. sing  

 
READING 7 

Choose one best answer.  
Perhaps the most extraordinary building of the nineteenth century was. The Crystal Palace 

which was built for the Great Exhibition of 1851, it was different from all other buildings in the 
world, for it was made of iron and glass. It was one of the biggest buildings of all time and a lot 
of people from many countries came to see it. A great many goods were sent to the exhibition 
from various parts of the world. There was also a great deal of machinery on display. The most 
wonderful piece of machinery on show was Nasmyth’s steam hammer. Though in those days 
traveling was not as easy as it is today, steam boats carried thousands of visitors across the 
Channel from Europe. On arriving in England, they were taken to The Crystal Palace by train. 
There were six million visitors in all, and the profits from the exhibition were used to build 
museums and colleges. Later, The Crystal Palace was moved to South London. It remained one 
of the most famous buildings in the world until it was burnt down in 1936.  

 
1. The Crystal Palace differed from all other building of the time because  

A. it was very big  
B. it was in an exhibition  
C. it was made of unusual materials  
D. it was in Hyde Park  

2. The Great Exhibition of 1851 was  
A. a failure  
B. highly successful  
C. not very profitable  
D. spoilt by a fire  

3. The word “various” in line 6 most nearly means  
A. different  B. most  C. all  D. unlike  

4. According to the passage, traveling to England in those days were  
A. Very difficult because one had to row across the Channel.  
B. Very difficult because one had to row across the Atlantic Ocean.  
C. very difficult because the means of transportation were not so convenient and 

fast as they are today  
D. very difficult because most people in Europe feared crossing the sea by steamboat. 

5. The words “burnt down” (line11) most nearly mean  
A. burnt to the ground  
B. burnt completely  
C. burnt out  
D. burnt to ashes. 
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READING 8 

Choose one best answer.  
In the U.S, men and women choose their own spouses. They do this by dating. When they 

decide on a spouse, they get engaged. They do not need their parent’s consent. The man usually 
gives the woman an engagement ring.  

Before a wedding, the bride’s women friends and relatives usually have a party for her. It 
is called a shower. At the shower, everyone gives the bride a present for her future home. The 
groom’s men friends also give him a party. It is called a bachelor party. The purpose of this 
party is to give the groom one last good time as a single man. 

Sometimes young people pay for their own wedding. This is especially true if they have 
been working for a while. In order cases, the family of the bride pays for most of the wedding 
and the reception afterward. 

1. In the U.S, men and women  
a. don’t have to pay attention to the law when they get married  
b. must have their parents’s permission if they are supposed to get married  
c. must win their friends’ agreement if they are supposed to get married  
d. could have their own choice in the matter of marriage. 

2. At the bachelor party the groom  
a. must prove him to be good future husband  
b. must promise to behave properly at the wedding  
c. could have one good last time as a bachelor  
d. could have one last chance of freedom  

3. According to the passage young people  
a. can ask for parental help to pay for their wedding  
b. can borrow from their friends to pay for the wedding  
c. at times pay for their wedding  
d. completely rely on their families for the wedding  

4. The world ‘consent’ (line 2) most nearly means  
a. order  
b. request  
c. agreement  
d. remarks  

5. The world “present” (line 5) most nearly means 
a. gift 
b. piece of furniture  
c. a piece of advice  
d. chance  

 
READING 9 

Choose one best answer  
Each society has its own beliefs attitudes, customs, behaviors, and social habits. These 

give people a sense of who they are, how they are supposed to behave, and what they should or 
should not do.  
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People become conscious of such rules, when they meet people from different cultures. 
For example, the rules about when to cat vary from culture to culture. Many North Americans 
and Europeans organize their timetables around three mealtimes a day. In other countries, on the 
other hand, it is not the custom to have strict rules like this-people eat when they want to, and 
every family has its own timetable. When people visit or live in a country for the first time, they 
are often surprised at the differences that exist between their own culture and the culture in the 
other country. For some people, traveling abroad is the thing they enjoy most in life; for others, 
though, culture differences make them feel uncomfortable, frightened, or even insecure. This is 
known as “culture shock”.  

When you’re visiting a foreign country, it is important to understand and appreciate 
cultural differences. This can help people avoid misunderstanding, develop friendships more 
easily, and feel more comfortable when travelling or living abroad.  

1. In many cultures, the eating timetables are generally  

A. the same  

B. busy  

C. different  

D. popular  

2. When travelling abroad, few people  

A. are influenced by culture shock  

B. fully aware what culture shock is like  

C. respect other peoples’ cultures  

D. have a good time because of culture shock  

3. The world “behave” in line 2 most nearly means  

A. act  

B. walk  

C. talk  

D. Perform  

4. According to the passage, travelling abroad is  

A. Painful for many people  

B. Very expensive because one has to pay a large amount of money  

C. Very boring because the means of transportation is not so convenient and there is the 
culture shock.  

D. A good chance to have a great time  

5. The world “conscious” (line 4) most nearly means  

A. doubtful  

B. frightened  

C. aware  

D. known  
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READING 10 

Choose one best answer  
 

Water is our life source. It makes up 70 per cent of our bodies, and the average person 
actually spends 18 months of his life in the bath or shower.  

But we are only now learning how to look after water. Acid rain has polluted as many as 
18,000 lakes and seas. And rivers are polluted with waste products. It is now very expensive to 
try to repair the damage which has been done. We have some hope for the future, though, 
because new sources of water have been discovered. People living in the Sahara Desert have 
found fish swimming in deep underground streams. Scientists also believe there is a huge lake 
underneath London. If we have learnt anything from our mistakes, we will try to keep these new 
areas of water clean.  

1. According to the text  
A. man knew how to look after water long ago  
B. man has so far used water very carefully  
C. water is extremely important to life  
D. clean water is unlimited  

2. this is from  
A. a letter  
B. newspaper report  
C. an advertisement  
D. theater programme 

3. The world “discovered’’ in line 6 most nearly means 
A. invented  B. found  C. started  D. operated  

4. The writer is  
A. saying how to repair the damage caused by acid rain  
B. giving information about waste products  
C. emphasizing the importance of looking after water  
D. giving information about new sources of water 

5. the world “huge” (line8) most nearly means  
A. long B. deep  C. hidden  D. big  

READING 11 
Choose one best answer  
The African and the Asian elephants are the largest land animals in the world. They are 

really enormous animals. The African and the Asian elephants are alike, or similar, in many 
ways, but there are differences between the two types of elephants, too.  

What are some of the similarities between the African and the Asian elephant? Well, for 
one thing, both animals have long noses, called trunks. An elephant sometimes uses its trunk 
like a third hand. Both kinds of elephants use their trunks to pick up very small objects and very 
large, heavy objects. They can even pick up trees with their trunks. For another thing, both the 
African and the Asian elephants have very large ears, although the African elephant’s ears are 
considerably larger.  
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In addition, both animals are intelligent. They can be trained to do heavy work. They can 
also be trained to do tricks to entertain people. In other words, they both work for people, and 
they entertain people also.  

As I said before, the African and the Asian elephants are alike in many ways, but they are 
also quite different, too. Let me explain what I mean. The African elephant is larger and heavier 
than the Asian elephant. The African male elephant weights between 12,000 and 14,000 pounds. 
In contrast, the average Asian male elephant weighs between 7,000 and 12,000 pounds.  

1. This is from  
A. a magazine article  
B. a theatre programme 
C. a diary  
D. a postcard  

2. The writer is  
A. giving information about the differences between the Asian and the African 

elephants. 
B. saying how to train the Asian and the African elephants  
C. giving information about the Asian and the African elephants  
D. explaining about the habits of the Asian and the African elephants  

3. The world types in line 3 most nearly means.  
A. groups  
B. kinds  
C. sets  
D. styles  

4. The world entertain in line 12 most nearly means  
A. perform  
B. admire  
C. help  
D. amuse  

5. The Asian and the African elephants are alike in many ways except that the Asian 
elephant is  

A. more intelligent  
B. more clever  
C. less large  
D. less intelligent  

 
READING 12 

Choose one bets answer  
City College of Technology 

General Information 

College Hours The College is open for classes from 09.00 - 21.00 from Monday to 
Friday. During term time, the Enquiry Desk, Ext.102, is open each weekday from 08.45 - 18.45 
(19.00 for the first month of the Autumn and Spring terms), and after that until the close classes 
a senior member of the academic staff is on duty in the Office, Ext. 230.  

Parking for safety reasons, no vehicle may be parked on the roadways within the College 
Grounds Season tickets for the car parks may be bought from the City authorities. There is a 
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speed limit of 10 kph on all roadways within the College grounds. Permits for parking motor-
cycles, scooters and bicycles, at the rider’s risk, may be obtained from the College Enquiry 
Office. 

Dining Room The College Dinning Room is open at the following times:  

08.30 - 11.15 Tea Coffee Snacks   
11.30 - 13.30 Lunches  
14.45 - 15.45 Tea Coffee Snacks  
16.30 - 18.30 Evening meals  

Miscellaneous The playing of musical instruments or sound reproducers within the 
College or its grounds is prohibited, except for official or approved purposes. Smoking is 
prohibited, except in the Student’s Common Room, the Dining Room (except 12.00 - 14.00 
daily) and in other areas where ‘smoking permitted’ signs are displayed.  

Fees : Fees are fixed for each year by the Education Committee, and details of fees are 
often not available until the end of the summer term. Students applying to the College who wish 
to gain some idea of fee levels may contact the College, which will be pleased to give details of 
fees being charged in the current year. At present most full-time students under eighteen 
(nineteen in the case of students attending GCSE and Foundation courses) do not have to pay 
course fees.  

1. What should you do if you want to ask the staff in the college Office a question at 
20.00 on a Friday evening?  

A. Wait until 08.45 on Saturday.  
B. Wait until 08.45 on Monday.  
C. Dial extension 230 on the telephone.  
D. Go to the Enquiry Desk unless it is the summer term.  

2. Students with bicycles or motor-cycles  
A. can park their bikes at the side of the College roads.  
B. are not allowed to park bikes anywhere in the grounds.  
C. should purchase parking tickets from the City authorities.  
D. must apply to the College office for permits.  

3. On a weekday the fist area of the College to open is  
A. the Enquiry Desk  
B. the classrooms  
C. the Dining Room  
D. the Students’ Common Room  

4. Students who are in the College Dining Room at 15.00  
A. are not allowed to smoke  
B. can have something to eat or drink  
C. are allowed to play musical instruments  
D. should not be there at all  

5. The world’ grounds’ most nearly means  
A. campus  B. lands  C. county  D. spot  
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D.    SENTENCE WRITING 
 
MODEL 1  

TOO + ADJ  + FOR …….. TO – Infinitive 

↓ 
… SO + ADJ 

… SUCH (A/AN + ADJ) + N 
+ THAT 

 
Example 

 The box was too heavy for the child to carry  
 The box was so heavy that the child couldn’t carry it  
 It was such a heavy box that the child couldn’t carry it.  

MODEL 2 

TOO   +  ADJ  ….. TO – Infinitive 

↓ 

NOT + ADJ + ENOUGH + (FOR…) + TO-Infinitive 

 
Example  

a) Mary is too young to get married.  
b) Mary isn’t old enough to get married. 

MODEL 3  

ADJ  + ENOUGH + FOR …….. TO – Infinitive 

↓ 
… SO + ADJ 

… SUCH (A/AN + ADJ) + N 
+ THAT 

 
Example  

This question is easy enough for us to answer.  
This question is so easy that we all answer it.  
It is such an easy question that we can answer it.  

MODEL 4  
… SO + ADJ 

… SUCH (A/AN + ADJ) + N 
+ THAT 

↓ 
TOO + ADJ+ FOR  … 

ADJ + ENOUGH+ FOR … 
+ TO-Infinitive 
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Example  
a) This raincoat is so small that she can’t wear it  
      This raincoat is too small for her to wear. 

b) It was such an interesting novel that I read it may times.  
The novel was interesting enough for me to read many times.  

MODEL 5  

SO +ADJ +THAT 

↓ 

SUCH (A/AN+ADJ) +N +THAT 

Example  
The film was so good that I saw it three times.  
It was such a good film that I saw it three times.  

It is such a bad book that nobody reads it.  
This book is so bad that nobody reads it.   

MODEL 6  

TO – Infinitive + BE + ADJ  

↓ 
• IT + BE + ADJ +TO – Infinitive  
• IT +BE +ADJ + GRERUND  
• HOW +ADJ +( IT +BE ) +TO - 

Example  
To sit here with you is nice.  
It’s nice to sit here with you.  
It’s nice sitting here with you  
How nice (it is ) to sit here with you.  

 
MODEL 7  

TO-Infinitive …… + BE + ADJ / N 

↓ 

S + V + IT +ADJ / N  + TO – Infinitive 

Example  
a) To live on my salary must be hard  
      I find it hard to live on my salary  

b) To be accurate is a good thing.  
I think it a good thing to be accurate.  

MODEL 8  
S + V (PRESENT PERFECT) ……. + For  TIME 

(Negative) 
↓ 

IT IS + TIME …….+ SINCE ……… +V ( PAST) 
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Example  
a) Tom and Mary have been married for five years.  
      It is five years since Tom and Mary got married.  

b) I haven’t seen my father for one month.  
      It’s one moth since I last saw my father.  

MODEL 9  
 

S  +  HAVE /  HAS  NOT  +  V(pp)  

↓ 

…. FIRST TIME + S +  HAVE  /  HAS  +  V(pp)  

Example  
a) I haven’t seen that man here before.  
      It’s the first time I have seen that man here.  
b) I have never read this book before.  
      It’s the first time I have read this book.  

MODEL 10  

S + HAVE /HAS + NOT + V(pp) …. SINCE (FOR) 

↓ 
– S + LAST  +  V (PAST) ……. WHEN…… 

– THE LAST TIME + S +  WAS   

Example  
a) I haven’t heard from him since August  
      The last time I heard from him was in August.  

b) I haven’t seen him since I was a student.  
      I last saw him when I was a student.  

MODEL 11 

S +V (PAST) ….  AGO 

↓ 

S+ HAVE / HAS BEEN + V-ing + SINCE (FOR) 

Example  
He started working for this factory a year ago.  
He has been working for this factory for a year.  
He has been working for this factory since last year.  

MODEL 12  

S  +  V  + ….. TIME 

↓ 

IT  +  TAKE (+ OBJ)  +  TIME  +  TO-Infinitive 
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Example  
a) She typed the letter in 20 minutes.  

It took her 20 minutes to type the letter.  

b) I walked to my office in 10 minutes.  
It took me 10 minutes to walk to my office.  

MODEL 13  
Passive form 

S  +  V   +   OBJ  

↓ 

S  +  BE   +  V(pp)  …….  +  (BY)…… 

Example  
a) No one has discussed that question.  

That question has not been discussed before.  

b) The school is going to open the course.  
The course is going to be opened by the school. 

MODEL 14 
SO 

NOT +  
AS 

+  ADJ / ADV  +   
AS 

 
ADJ / ADV  +   ER

MORE   +  ADJ / ADV 
+ THAN 

Example 
a. Susan isn’t as good at chemistry as Sarah 

Sarah is better at chemistry than Susan. 

b. Stone isn’t as hard as iron 
Iron is harder than stone 

MODEL 15 

S  +  V  +  NOT  +       S  +  V  +  NOT … EITHER 

↓ 
NEITHER …. NOR 

Example 
a. My husband doesn’t drink a lot. He doesn’t smoke a lot 
b. My husband neither drinks nor smokes a lot 

MODEL 16 

WHY DON’T YOU + V … …? 

↓ 

S + SUGGESTED THAT … … 
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Example 
a. “Why don’t you complain to the company, Tom?” said Mary. 
b. Mary suggested that Tom should complain to the company. 

MODEL 17 

WH QUESTION → INDIRECT QUESTION 

  

S + ASKED + (OBJ) + QUESTION WORD + S + V 

Example 
a. Tom asked me, “What is her name?” 

Tom asked me what her name was. 

b. “Why don’t you close the door, John?” said Mrs. Clark 
Mrs. Clark asked John why he didn’t close the door. 

MODEL 18 

ADJ → VERB 

 
It isn’t necessary to finish the work today. 
You don’t have to finish the work today 

MODEL 19 

VERB → NOUN 

 
Music interests her greatly 
She has a great interest in music. 

MODEL 20 
BECAUSE 

AS 
SINCE 

+  CLAUSE 

↓ ↑ 
BECAUSE OF  

DUE TO + NOUN / GERUND 

Example 
a. Because she behaves well, everybody loves her 

Because of her good behaviour, everybody loves her. 

b. As he has behaved badly, he must be punished 
Because of his bad behaviour, he must be punished. 

c. Since I can’t read Italian, I have to read English 
Because of my inability to read Italian, I have to read English. 
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E.    A SAMPLE TEST 

ĐỀ THI TUYỂN SINH SAU ĐẠI HỌC 
Môn thi : Tiếng Anh (Trình độ B) 

Thời gian : 120 phút 
 

PART 1 : READING 

SECTION 1 : USE OF ENGLISH 
1. Choose the best words / phrases in the box below to complete the sentences that 

follow. Each word / phrase can be used once only. There are some extra words / 
phrases that you do not need to use. 

Against 
Had gone 
Looked into 
Enthusiastic 
Became 
 

From 
Salary 
Such 
Proved 
Qualified 

Repair 
Examined 
Previous 
Wage 
went 

Fascinating 
Fascinated 
Do 
eather 
fell 

By 
Had never seen 
Didn’t see 
Fix 
 

  

1. He was so tired that he …………… asleep in the chair. 

2. ……………… experience of working in an office environment is essential for this job. 

3. The witness told the court that he …………… the accused before 

4. The children were ……………. by television programme. 

5. Psychiatrists spend a lot of time studying the mind. So …………. Psychologists. 

6. A manager of a large international company is often given a big …………… 

7. It’s nearly two years since I last ……………. to a dentist. 

8. He put the two letters into the wrong envelops …………. mistake. 

9. The expert ………… the painting carefully and then said it was not original. 

10. The house has been left empty for a long time ; it will be expensive to …………. the 
damage that has been done. 

11. Oxfarm tries to send food to countries where people are suffering ……….. malnutrition 

12. They were really ……….. about my idea of joining them in London 

13. Doctors usually have to study for at least seven years before becoming fully ………….. 

14. Research scientists are still looking for a cure …….… heart disease. 

15. They were having ……….. a nice time at the party that they didn’t want to leave. 

SECTION 2 : READING 

Read the following passages and answer the questions that follow each passage in the 
space provided. 
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PASSAGE 1 : 
In 1920, after some thirty-nine years of problems with disease, high cost, and politics, the 

Panama Canal was officially opened, finally linking the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans by allowing 
ships to pass through the fifty-mile canal zone instead of travelling some seven thousand miles 
around Cape Horn. It takes a ship approximately eight hours to complete the trip through the 
canal and costs an average of fifteen thousand dollars, one tenth of what it would cost an 
average ship to round the Horn. More than fifteen thousand ships pass through its locks each 
year. 

The French initiated the project but sold their rights to the United States, which actually 
began the construction of the project. The later will control it until the end of the twentieth 
century when Panama takes over its duties.  

16. According to the passage, who currently controls the Panama Canal? 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 

17. On the average, how much would it cost a ship to travel around Cape Horn? 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 

18. In what year was construction begun on the canal? 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 

19. What is the benefit of the Panama Canal? 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 

20. What will happen to the Panama Canal in the year 2000? 
…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

PASSAGE 2 
Nuclear power plants efficiently produce large amounts of electricity without polluting the 

atmosphere : however, they are costly to build and maintain, and they pose the daunting problem 
of what to do with nuclear wastes. Hydroelectric power is inexpensive and environmentally safe, 
but impractical for communities located far from moving water. Harnessing energy from tides 
and waves has similar drawbacks. Solar power holds great promise for the future but methods of 
collecting and concentrating sunlight are as yet inefficient, as are methods of harnessing wind 
power. 

Every source of energy has its disadvantages. One way to minimize them is to use less 
energy. Conservation efforts coupled with renewable energy resources, such as a combination of 
solar, water, wind, and geothermal energy and alternative fuels, such as alcohol and hydrogen, 
will ensure supplies of clean, affordable energy for humanity’s future. 

21. What are the advantages and disadvantages of nuclear power? 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

22. State at least 3 other types of power mentioned in the passage. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 

23. In what way(s) hydroelectric, tidal and wave power similar to each other? 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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24. How can we get clean, affordable energy? 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

25. Why isn’t power from the sun widely used in our daily life now? 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 

PASSAGE 3 
Traditionally, mental tests have been divided into two types. Achievement tests are designed 

to measure acquired skills and knowledge, particularly those that have been  explicitly taught. The 
proficiency exams required by some states for high school graduation are achievement tests. 
Aptitude tests are designed to measure a person’s ability to acquire new skills or knowledge. For 
example, vocational aptitude tests can help you decide whether you would do better as a mechanic 
or musician. However, all mental tests are in some sense achievement tests because they assume 
some sort of past learning or experience with certain objects, words, or situations. The difference 
between achievement and aptitude tests is one of degree and intended use. 
 

26. Name two main types of test which are mentioned in the passage. 
a.  ………………………………………………………………………… 
b. ………………………………………………………………………… 

27. What is the purpose of achievement tests? 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

28. What type of test measures a person’s ability to acquire new skills or knowledge? 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

29. In what way are the two types of tests common ? 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

30. What is the difference between them? 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

PASSAGE 4 
Agricultural Research Falls Behind 

The share of agricultural research in scientific journals is relatively small. To encourage 
efficient and prompt publication of agricultural research papers and reports more financial 
support should be directed to current journals. Also, the establishment of new journals is 
necessary. The New World Journal of  Agricultural Sciences, discontinued for lack of funds in 
1983 after only four numbers were published should be revived and its outlook expanded to 
include all areas of  agriculture, including horticulture, viniculture, and reforestation. 

31. According to the author, do agricultural research papers account for a big proportion in 
scientific journals or not? 

……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 
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32. Didn’t the New World Journal of Agricultural Sciences before 1983 cover all aspects of 
agriculture ? 

……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

33. Why did the New World Journal of Agricultural Sciences stop publication ? 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

34. According to the passage, why should current journals be given more financial support ? 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

35. What is the primary concern of the author of this passage ? 
……………………………………………………………………………… 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

SECTION 5 : READING CLOZE 
Read the text and think of one word to fill in each blank to complete it. Write only one 

word in each blank space. 
WHAT IS MEMORY ? 

Memory is the ability to store and recall information. Without it, we (36) _____________ 
be unable to see, hear or think, and would have no language or sense of who we are. In (37) 
_______________, we would be vegetables, without intellect, mentally dead. This may seem 
strange since one hears of people losing their memory who despite this are (38) _____________ 
of perceiving, thinking and talking. Why is this possible if they have lost their memory ? The 
(39) ____________ is simple. Human memory is not a single function, like the heart or liver. It 
(40) _____________ of a number of complex, interconnected systems which serve different (41) 
______________. The systems interact with each other and can be (42) _______________ into 
three major systems called long-term, short-term and sensory. In other words, you do not have a 
memory. You have several memories. Consequently, someone who is said to (43) 
_____________ lost their memory is someone who has something wrong with one or (44) 
________________ of these systems. If all of them (45) ______________ been lost, the person 
would be unconscious and probably dead. 

PART II : WRITING 

SECTION 1 : CONTROLLED WRITING 

Make all the changes and additions necessary to produce a complete letter from the words 
and phrases below. 

Dear Dad 

46. I want / thank you / offer / lend me / $ 1,000. 

............................................................................................................................................  

47. I / already discuss / further loan / my bank manager 

............................................................................................................................................  
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48. He offer / lend me / $ 2,500. 
............................................................................................................................................  

49. Now it / seem / there be / no problem / buy the car. 
............................................................................................................................................  

50. I / not yet decide / exactly which car / buy. 
............................................................................................................................................  

51. However / one of my friends / suggest / I buy / a Toyota. 
............................................................................................................................................  

52. She buy one / several years ago / and / be very satisfied / it. 
............................................................................................................................................  

53. Another friend / suggest / I buy / a Volkswagen. 
............................................................................................................................................  

54. He say / he have one / six years / and it / still go / very well. 
............................................................................................................................................  

55. I / let you know / as soon as I / decide which car / best for me.  
............................................................................................................................................  

SECTION II : Finish each of the following sentences in such a way that it means exactly the 
same as the sentences printed before it. 

Love, Helen 

56. There was never any answer when we rang. 
Every .................................................................................................................................  

57. Do they allow you to smoke in British cinemas?  
Is ........................................................................................................................................  

58. John asked if it was the blue one or the green she wanted. 
Which …………………………………………………………… 

59. She liked Paris very little, and Rome less. 
She thought Rome ……………………………………………. 

60. If don’t leave now, I’ll miss my train 
I’ll miss ………………………………………………………. 

61. They will catch all the prisoners again by tonight 
All the prisoners ……………………………………………… 

62. I’ve warned you not to go near that dog 
I’ve warned you about ………………………………………… 

63. No, please don’t tell him 
I’d rather ……………………………………………………… 
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64. Why don’t you ask her yourself ? 
I suggest …………………………………. 

65. An up-to-date visa is necessary for Poland 
You’ll …………………………………………………………. 

SECTION III : TRANSLATION  

Translation the following sentences into English  
66. Sự thay đổi về công nghệ dẫn tới việc nhiều người phải về hưu sớm 

……………………………………………………………………….. 
67. Giáo viên ngoại ngữ cần phải có trình độ để thực hiện tốt các nhiệm vụ của mình 

…………………………………………………………………………… 
68. Những thành tựu mà chúng ta vừa đạt được là điều không ai có thể phủ nhận. 

………………………………………………………………………………. 
69. Tôi thích sống ở Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh vì cũng như nhiều người khác, tôi cho rằng thành 

phố Hồ Chí Minh là một trong các thành phố lớn nhất và sôi động nhất ở Việt Nam. 
………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 

70. Tại đây các khách sạn mới, các khu nghỉ mát mới và các nhà hàng mới đang được xây 
dựng lên hàng năm để đón tiếp khách du lịch. 
…………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………… 
Translation the following sentences into Vietnamese : 

71. House construction in various parts of the world depends mainly on the availability of 
building materials 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 

72. In the past 25 years, development in the field of electronics have revolutionized the 
computer industry 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 
…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

73. We are no longer free to choose the right things we want because advertising exerts a lot 
of influences on us. 

………………………………………………………………………………… 
............................................................................................................................................  

74. I find learning foreign languages incredibly difficult but I suppose one has to learn them 
simply because everywhere you look now you find advertisements looking for 
secretaries with at least one foreign language 
…………………………………………………………………………………. 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………….. 

75. In choosing a major, a student has to consider various factors, such as personal interest, 
job opportunities, and the availability of training instructions. 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………………….. 


